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JUVENILE WELFARE BOARD OF PINELLAS COUNTY
Regular Meeting of June 9, 2005
MINUTES

Present:

Van Sayler, Chair; Joseph A. Smith, Vice Chair; John
Milford, Secretary; Cecilia Burke; Janet Caramello; Bob
Dillinger; Bernie McCabe; Judge Irene Sullivan;
Commissioner Kenneth T. Welch; Beth Wilson; Terry
Smiljanich, Board Counsel; James E. Mills, Executive
Director; Amy Daly, Executive Assistant

Absent:

Dr. Clayton Wilcox

AGENDA

A motion was made by Mr. Milford and seconded by Mr.
Smith to approve the agenda for the June 9, 2005 regular
meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES

A motion was made by Commissioner Welch and seconded
by Mr. Milford to approve the minutes for the May 12, 2005
regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

There were no Executive Committee actions. Mr. Sayler noted that he had
attended a meeting, along with the Board Chairs of other Children’s Services
Councils, of the Florida Children’s Services Council. He indicated that discussion
included advocacy, best practices and grant making and that the Executive
Directors would be developing a plan.
PRESENTATIONS
Pathways to
Resilience

Dr. Ellis Gesten, presented “Pathways to Resilience,” a 19Year follow-up of Pinellas County youth. Mr. Mills noted that
this is the only place in the county where this type of study
has been attempted. Questions/comment from the Board
included: Judge Sullivan noting truancy and the importance
of remaining in school; a question from Mr. Smith on whether
the study would continue and focus on the children of the
children involved in the study (no) and whether there was
data prior to 1989 (no-school has discontinued data
collection); whether busing was considered as a contributing
factor (Mrs. Burke); and whether the implications in the
report might contribute to changing the Strategic Plan
(Mr. McCabe). Staff reported that the Pinellas County
School system has a copy of the report, a meeting was held
with Deputy Superintendent, Nancy Zambito to review the
report, and educational enhancement was proposed in the
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2005-06 budget. Mr. Dillinger noted the inclusion of an
academic component in the summer scholarship program
and the need to pursue a reading component in juvenile
detention. Staff noted that they are awaiting statistical
information from the Department of Juvenile Justice.
2005-05 Budget

Prior to the staff presentation, Mr. McCabe indicated his
need to leave the meeting (10:00 a.m.) and shared that
should the Board chose to purchase property, consideration
be given toward selling the 49th Street facility.
Clarification of both the general fund and the enterprise fund
was provided. Questions/comment on the budget included
information that the Pinellas County License Board would
not be receiving a COLA due to the size of their fund
balance but pay increases would not be affected.

ACTION
Program
Accountability

A motion was made by Mr. Dillinger and seconded by Ms.
Burke to approve staff recommendations, with the exception
of Directors for Mental Health, Inc. as follows: 1) the transfer
of $4,152 from the Community Contingency fund to the
Program Accountability Fund; 2) allocate up to $3,680 to Big
Brothers Big Sisters, Inc. to purchase client software and
client information training; 3) allocate up to $8,646 to CASA,
Inc. to purchase client software and client information
training; 4) allocate up to $2,496 to Community Pride, Inc. to
purchase Peachtree software to support the existing client
information software and technical training; 5) allocate up to
$14,679 to Coordinated Child Care, Inc. to purchase
consulting services to update the electronic interface
between SAMIS and the client information system; 6)
allocate up to $3,750 to Family Services Center, Inc. to
purchase consulting services to update the electronic
interface between SAMIS and the client information system;
7) allocate up to $297 to Marriage and Family Center, Inc. to
purchase technical training; 8) allocate up to $5,346 to
Suncoast Center for Community Mental health for the
purchase of client software training to support a shared client
information system in collaboration with Family Services
Center, Inc.; 9) allocate up to $66,392 to Bayshore
technologies for the purchase and distribution of 41
computers and six printers to the following agencies: YWCA
of Tampa Bay, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Family Resources,
Community Price Child Care, Inc., Safety Harbor NFC,
Pinellas County Urban Leagues, Suncoast Center for
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Community Mental Health, CASA, Family Services Center,
Inc., Coordinated Child Care, Marriage and Family Center,
Boley Centers-YouthBuild, Help a Child, PARC-Discovery
Learning and Homebound Services. The motion passed
unanimously.
Discussion then centered on the request from Directions for
Mental Health, Inc. to purchase client software and hardware
to partially implement a new client information system.
Questions/comment from the Board to staff and Howard
Latham, Directions for Mental Health, Inc. included why
Directions could not collaborate with Suncoast Center for
Community Mental Health and Family Services Center on a
client information system.
Motion:

A motion was made by Mr. Dillinger and seconded by
Commissioner Welch to table a decision on funding
Directions for Mental Health, Inc.’s request to allow time for
staff and the agencies involved to explore the possibility of
collaboration on a client information system. The motion
passed unanimously.
Fiscal Impact: Program Accountability Fund for this project
will be reduced by $115,894, from $192,000 to $76,106.
$76,106 will be held in reserve pending the outcome of
meetings with Directions for Mental Health, Inc. Community
Contingency Fund will be reduced by $4,152 from $505,869
to $501,717.

Community
Prior to a motion Ms. Burke requested that discussion focus
Involvement Plan first on Community Councils and then on Children’s Services
Committees.
A motion was made by Mr. Milford and seconded by Mr.
Dillinger to change Board policy by eliminating the
designation of Board liaisons to Community Councils and
instead establish regular twice-a-year Board workshops with
the Community Councils.
Prior to a vote discussion included creating specific
guidelines for the role the Board should play in working with
the Councils, how Councils chose topics/issues on which to
focus and whether the system is effective. Tommy Minkoff,
South County Community Council, addressed the Board and
requested the Board table any decision so the Councils
could consider the recommended changes. Ms. Caramello
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suggested the Councils provide reports/recommendations to
the Board. The suggestion was made to include discussion
of Community Councils in the upcoming Visioning Workshop
Mr. Milford withdrew his motion.
During discussion of Children ‘s Services Committee, Ms.
Caramello noted that she had requested information on the
attendance at the committee meetings and it was not
contained in the report. She requested it be added.
Discussion then centered on the role the Board should
assume in creation and oversight of the Children’s Services
Committees. It was suggested that this topic be on the
agenda of the Visioning Workshop as well.
Motion

A motion was made by Ms. Burke and seconded by Ms.
Caramello to table any action. The motion passed
unanimously.

Youth & Sexual
Prior to a motion, Ms. Burke highlighted a publication she
Activity- 19-week had distributed to the Board, “Parents, Speak Up!”
Pilot
Mr. Dillinger expressed concern with the material being
distributed at the Board meeting, noting that he had shared
information with staff indicating abstinence programs had
negative impacts. Ms. Burke shared her thoughts as to the
type and content of the social message JWB should be
imparting in a marketing campaign. She shared her concept
of a tiered approach with abstinence-focused being the first
tier. A list of the following individuals who would like to work
on an abstinence focused campaign was shared by Ms.
Burke: Nancy Bostock, Sue Brett, Carol Bumiller, Cecilia
Burke, Calvin Harris, Psalms Mack, Lisa Mansell, Thomas
Minkoff, Ayakao Watkins, John Young, MD. Commissioner
Welch and Mr. Dillinger noted that the Board specified that
this was not to be an abstinence-only campaign.
Commissioner Welch stressed that options be given to
parents and noted the high number of children born out of
wedlock in the African-American community and that choices
need to be provided. It was noted that the need for Board
members to leave the meeting would result in a loss of a
quorum.
Motion

A motion was made by Mr. Smith and seconded by
Commissioner Welch to table action on the Youth and
Sexual Activity 19-Week Pilot until the July meeting. The
motion carried unanimously.
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at
11:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Milford
Secretary
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